54              JOURNEY   WITHOUT   END
" That's where those eyes have gone/' I said. <e You
needn't worry about hyenas, or the jackals their friends.5'
These animals will not attack people unless provoked.
Unfortunately, just as I finished speaking, something
slithered across the road, and my attempts at reasserting our
confidence were set at naught. This was a snake. It had
disappeared too quickly to see what kind of snake it was,
but a grass snake in an English wood would have been
enough to shatter our already frayed nerves.
We began to quarrel. "It's all your fault." "We
wouldn't have come if it hadn't been for you," and all the
other helpful comments that come to the fore in times of
crisis,
Fortunately a little further on we saw the lights of the
camp. We hurried forward, and found that our com-
missariat was well installed and were expecting us. We
were given a hot meal, and were soon asleep. Next morning
we felt like a City worker on a Sunday. Reveille had no
message for us, and we breakfasted in luxury at half-past
nine.
It was excessively hot, and we took the opportunity of
bathing in a sort of reservoir near by. Apparently this
water was especially valuable and an officious native,
caught us in the water and promptly removed our clothes.
When we came out, we stood on the bank stark naked and
cursed him. But no threat would make him reveal where
he had hidden our clothes, and we were compelled to
suifer the indignity of running back to camp in our birth-
day-suits. The way was strewn with brambles, and our
legs were bleeding profusely by the timeewe limped into
our quarters. By this time the rest of the party had turned
up, and some sort of explanation was inevitable. The
medical officer was informed and he filled us with the
wildest alarms. It seems that we had exposed ourselves
to disease and sunstroke, apart from minor discomforts.
We had also transgressed the local law, which it was the
duty of the military authorities to observe with scrupulous -
regard. At the request of an officer, our clothes were
restored, but we were hauled up before the G.O0 who tojd